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enhance the Rid value. Dandin and Vamana are the greatest exponents of this school. Writers like Bhamaha and Kuntala uphold the quality, of Vakrokti or indirect and figurative expression as the mast important cause of poetic pleasure. Another school of critics led by Anaridavardhana extol Dhvani, i.e.; tone or suggestiveness as the most essential aspect of poetic genius. In each case, the propoundef s of the particular view subordinate all other aspects of literary beauty to the one fundamental quality upheld by them. The chief contribution of writers on poetics consists of original works on the subject expounding one school or the other, learned commentaries on the classical treatises of the schools, controversial works refuting different views and general manuals explaining comprehensively all the different topics of Alankara. Most of these works cite illustrations from well known authors and are of great help in determining the relative priority of the various poets.
Bharata
Bharata, the author of Natya Sastra is the earliest writer on Alankara known to us. Vararuchi and Kasyapa are mentioned as pioneers of Alankara by some commentators and critics. Dandin, a very early critic, professes to have based his work on earlier writings, thereby suggesting the popularity of this branch of studies in ancient times; but no work of such antiquity has yet been discovered. Agnipurana contains chapters on -Alankara; but it is a work of uncertain date. Though the title Purana suggests greet antiquity,t rs uMramitfe; But the?y plays; of ; the.
